
 “I see him, though not now; I observe him, though not near: A star shall advance from 

Jacob, and a scepter shall rise from Israel” (Num 24:17). Long before the Israelites entered the 

Promised Land a prophet foretold the coming of a savior. Jesus is the star that advances from 

Jacob. 

The book of Numbers explains further. Balak, the Moabite king, “called upon a seer 

named Balaam to pronounce a curse on Israel. However, each time Balaam tried to curse Israel 

God took control of his speech and words of blessing came out of his mouth instead.” The “Spirit 

of God came upon him and he prophesied about a future king arising out of Israel. According to 

this oracle, a star would be the sign of the great king’s arrival.”i The magi see the star in the night 

sky and set out on a month’s long journey to pay homage to the Christ child. The magi are 

guided by the light. “And behold, the star that they had seen at its rising preceded them, until it 

came and stopped over the place where the child was” (Mt 2:9). 

 “The Magi gaze in deep wonder at what they see: heaven on earth, earth in heaven, man 

in God, God in man, one whom the whole universe cannot contain now enclosed in [the] tiny 

body [of an infant]. As they look, they believe and do not question, as their symbolic gifts bear 

witness: incense for God, gold for a king, myrrh for one who is to die.”ii “The magi [bearing 

gifts] do not simply kneel before Christ; they prostrated themselves on their faces and did him 

homage.” iii 

 What gifts do you offer the Christ child? What homage do you pay to the Savior of the 

world? We give homage to God by our Sunday worship with the community at Mass. Our 

relationship with God demands times of explicit prayer, an intense dialogue. ‘The Lord’s Day’ is 

the day for communal celebration when we raise our voices in song to God along with all 

creation.” We detach ourselves from the “often oppressive rhythm of work” and rest in the Lord. 

Let us never miss this day in which the Lord strengthens us with Word and Sacrament to be co-

workers with the Creator and Author of life. After all, everything belongs to God!iv  

 The Magi brought myrrh for one who is to die. On the cross, Jesus died in atonement for 

our sins. Jesus, the sinless savior, offers his life to set us free from sin and to cleanse and purify 

us. Our gift back to God calls for a death in us… sacrifice on our part, a death of the will 

oriented to selfishness.  

Jesus was obedient unto death. Obedience on our part is remaining with the Lord, the 

crucified Lord. It is a stance of listening in life for God’s direction. What a great gift it is to God, 

when we sacrifice our self-indulgent will, to do the will of God.v “Not my will, but thy will be 

done” (Luke 22:42). And with that gift we offer, God can multiply it and shape it and direct it. 

Like the prophet of old, God can help us so that words of blessing came out of our mouths. 

The Magi brought frankincense. When we use incense in our liturgy, we see it rising 

upward, rising up to God. Our heartfelt prayers are like incense. “LORD, I call to you; hasten to 

me; listen to my plea when I call. Let my prayer be incense before you; my uplifted hands an 

evening offering. Set a guard, LORD, before my mouth, keep watch over the door of my lips” 

(Psalm 141:1-3).  

 What gifts do you offer the Christ child? What homage do you pay to the Savior of the 

world?  Let us pause for a moment to reflect on the other giver of gifts. Jesus comes bearing gifts 

for us through the sacraments. In our baptism we receive the promise of a royal inheritance. 

Christ the king offers us a share of his gold.  As we prepare for the Liturgy of the Eucharist, the 

Deacon, or the Priest, pours wine and a little water into the chalice, he prays quietly: “By the 

mystery of this water and wine may we come to share in the divinity of Christ who humbled 

himself to share in our humanity.” vi 



The magi’s worship of the Christ child is a model for our adoring him in the Eucharist: 

“For in this sacrament we believe that the same God is present whom the eternal Father brought 

into the world... It is the same God whom the Magi fell down and worshipped.”vii 

 My father recognized his gift of poetry was a gift from God. He shared that gift freely 

with others.  

Giving –– Our Gift To Humanity 

 

Within the realm of your heart and mine __ 

It’s the love within that makes us shine. 

And love is the greatest for us to fulfill … 

Our destiny in serving towards peace and goodwill. 

 

We encounter in life the mountains and ridges 

Highways, byways, tunnels and bridges. 

So many paths __ but where do they lead? 

They are the thoroughfares to people in need. 

 

Indeed there is a sea of humanity, 

Where their road’s deadened with poverty. 

They are all God’s children trying to cope __ 

With but two choices: PRAYER and HOPE. 

 

Hope that humanity will understand, 

Their greatest need is a helping hand. 

It is in giving that we truly find, 

The benefits and blessings to all humankind. 

 

Where poverty exists __ both day and night, 

Is there a solution to their saddened plight? 

The answer lies among the living … 

And their spirit of graciously giving. 

 

Your time, talent and treasure can be the start. 

It all begins with a grateful heart. 

Giving may encompass so many themes, 

In tending to others hopes and dreams. 

 

Oh how your spirits will readily soar__ 

When you act in hearing the cry of the poor. 

For wisdom and blessings, adhere to this gem: 

“FLOWERS LEAVE THEIR FRAGRANCE ON THE HAND THAT BESTOWS THEM.” 

 

What gift have you received from God? How do you share those gifts with others? 
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